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SPECIALTY SOCIETY/COLORADO MEDICAL SOCIETY 
MEDICAID REFORM TASK FORCE 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 
Goal of the “Medicaid Reform Task Force:  To improve the quality of care for 
Medicaid recipients and increase the efficiency of the program which would create cost 
savings and enhance provider participation.  
 
• Improve access to care  

o Ensure access and coverage for all eligible persons  
o Primary care centered; patient-family centered to promote continuity of care  
o Ensure local control and local networks to enable availability and sustainability of 

the medical home 
o Establish a personal medical home for all Medicaid clients 

• Organized, coordinated, and continuous care that integrates dental, specialty, 
and mental health services for any patient 

• Team-based care 
o Establish a well-coordinated care management system for specific high risk, high 

cost conditions and disease states  
• Emphasis on prevention and wellness programs 
• Utilize incentives to leverage more provider participation 

o Ensure an adequate network of local providers with broad specialty facilitated 
referral network  

o Improve reimbursement rates that are adequate and equitable 
• Medicare parity or Ònot for lossÓ  
• Does not diminish access or quality of care 

 
• Improve quality of care and health outcomes 

o Ensure cultural competency by providing care appropriate to patient beliefs and 
values; respectful 

o Promote evidence-based medicine with appropriate individualization of care 
o Emphasize collaborative team-based care with physician and health care 

professional direction 
o Establish best practice guidelines 
o Utilize performance measurements that enable continuous quality improvement  
o Create shared accountability for all parties  
o Facilitate transparency of data to providers 
o Educate and improve patient health literacy 
o Encourage patient responsibility 
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• Achieve cost savings  

o Create a shared accountability amongst all parties, including health care 
professionals, care managers, local networks and administrators, for the overall 
improvement of the program 

o Utilize limited resources in the most cost efficient manner  
• Savings reinvested back into the Medicaid health care system 

o Reduce inappropriate, ineffective services and cost  
o Seek and leverage all potential state and federal dollars to improve the 

infrastructure 
 
• Enable informed decision-making 

Enabling more informed decision-making by physicians and patients at the point of 
care is essential to improving the quality and efficiency of care. The Medicaid Reform 
Task Force supports a Medicaid care management delivery system that encourages 
and supports the interoperable exchange of health information using secure health 
information technology applications. Functions should include:  
o Functional data systems for tracking and reporting 
o Share data at all levels (i.e. state, local provider) 
o Use of immunization and disease registries, as appropriate 

 
• Promote culture of collaboration among all stakeholders  

o Create an atmosphere of open dialogue to share information at all levels  
o Promote continuous consensus building among all health care stakeholders  
o Establish a meaningful relationship between medical professionals and 

stakeholders to achieve consensus policy input and development  
 


