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July’s Topic:

Navigating the CMS Practice
Management Community

Watch your e-mail for de-
tails!

Commercial Insurance Updates

Aetna to Enable Faster Payments Between Members & Health Care Providers - Com-
pany to introduce payment options, including Easy Pay, to speed members' payments
for medical services. Click here for more information.

Cigna HealthePass - CIGNA HealthCare is designing a new solution called HealthePass™
in an effort to help members manage their out-of-pocket costs and address your need
for timely collections. Click here to learn more.

Medicare Updates

JUNE HEALTH PLAN
NEWSLETTERS

Click on the links below to
access the current issues:

Anthem
Medicaid
Medicare

RMHP

Placement of the NPI on the Revised CMS-1500 (08-05) Claim Form - This article
clarifies the placement and use of the National Provider Identifier (NPI) and the Legacy
Provider Identification Number (PIN) for Revised CMS-1500 (08-05) paper claim form
submissions in Items 33A and 33B and 24J. Click here...

Required Submission of the Revised CMS-1500 (08-05) New Deadline - Providers and
suppliers must use the Form CMS-1500, version (08-05) for paper claims submission to
Medicare beginning July 2, 2007. Click here for more information.

Timely Filing Update - In order for electronic claims to be accepted into the standard
system for payment processing, the claim file needs to be received by the EDISS front-
end claims processing system by 4:30 pm (Central Time). Click here for details.

Reporting Eight Diagnosis Codes on a Paper Claim Form - Effective July 1, 2007, CMS
has mandated that Medicare Part B carrier claims processing systems capture and proc-
ess up to eight diagnosis codes on all claims. Click here for instructions.

Work Comp

“l couldn’t repair your
brakes, so | made your

horn louder.” - by Comedian
Steven Wright

6™ Annual Mid-West
Pain Management Sym-
posium Retreat

The Mid-West Pain Man-
agement Symposium re-
treat is to be held Septem-
ber 27-29, 2007 in Aber-
deen, SD. Click here for
more information.

UPIN Assignment Ends
06/29/2007

CMS will discontinue assign-
ing UPINs to Medicare pro-
viders on June 29, 2007.
For further details, click
here.

Work Comp Fee Schedule Hearing Scheduled for August 6™ - Click here to view the
hearing Notice & the proposed changes to Rule 16, Utilization Standards & Rule 18,
Medical Fee Schedule.

Miscellaneous

Electronic Medical Records - Releasing Patient Medical Records by OMAP Members Sara
Burns, Carol Schlageck, & Julie Conroy - In the wave of the future, most healthcare offices
will be incorporating electronic medical records (EMR) into their offices. In the
Wednesday, March 21, 2007 meeting of the Office Manager Advisory Panel (OMAP), the
topic of releasing EMR to attorneys and other healthcare practitioners was discussed.
The topic specifically addressed two issues: releasing medical records via e-mail, and
charging to release medical records on CD-Rom. Click here to read more...

Medicare Patient Resource - Do your Medicare patients seem confused about their
health plan benefits? If so, the Senior Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP) can
help. SHIP offers free education and counseling to people with Medicare. The Colorado
SHIP program is funded through a grant from Medicare and is headquartered in the
Colorado Division of Insurance, but there are counselors available in various locations
throughout Colorado. Consumers call 1-888-696-7213 to be connected to a SHIP counsel-
ing program in their area. Click here to learn more.

athenahealth’s PayerView 2006 Annual Rankings Released - PayerView gives you un-
precedented access and insight into the current performance of the healthcare pay-
ment chain. This first-ever public review is drawn from athenahealth's industry-leading
knowledge and based on the combined efforts of payers and thousands of doctors who
use athenahealth's services. Provider efficiency, knowledge of payer billing, payer pay-
ment speeds, denial rates and adherence to Medicare standards - PayerView offers you
all this industry-leading knowledge and more. Click here to view the rankings.

How Hard Do You Work to Get Paid? - athenahealth® is hosting a Webinar to highlight
the 2007 PayerView™" Rankings June 28th, 2007, 10:15 - 11:15 AM MDT. Click here for
more info & to register.

Are You Prepared? by Jeri Humphries, Pandemic Flu Program Manager - Did you know that re-
sources are available on the Web and through local medical societies to assist with emer-
gency planning for your office? Disasters can occur at any time and can range from national
events such as an influenza pandemic to a local event such as a food-borne disease out-
break. Click here to read on...
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