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August 8, 2012 
 
The Honorable John Hickenlooper, Governor 
136 State Capitol 
Denver, Colorado 80203-1792 
 
Dear Governor Hickenlooper, 
  
We are writing to thank you for your commitment to the innovative Accountable Care 
Collaborative (ACC) Program currently being implemented by the Department of Health 
Care Policy and Finance (department). The department’s July 31 announcement that the 
results of the program are promising with cost utilization and client experiences trending in 
the right direction, confirms our strong belief in local innovation and care coordination.  
 
At this epic, crossroads moment in the trajectory of Medicaid, when Governors and 
Legislatures across the country are contemplating how to respond to the latitude granted by 
the U.S. Supreme Court, we commend you and the department for the work already 
underway. We strongly believe that locally grown health care delivery models, like 
Colorado’s ACC Program, will bend the cost curve and demonstrably improve the value of 
state and federally-financed services by reducing redundant or unnecessary care and by 
improving the probability that our patients will get the right care at the right time and place. 
  
The ACC Program is reflective of Colorado’s well-earned national reputation for cultivating 
home grown, community-centric care delivery models. They are the time-honored proof of 
concept that locally guided care coordination works.  From the widely reported Grand 
Junction model to the remarkable HealthTeamWorks medical home pilot, our health care 
communities continue to band together to provide greater value for the premium dollar. 
  
Please know that you and the department have our unqualified support for this crucial, 
locally empowered endeavor, and we offer any assistance you may need to assure this 
program’s continued growth and success.    
 
Sincerely, 

 
F. Brent Keeler, MD, 
President 
 
Copies to: Members, Colorado General Assembly 
  Susan E. Birch, Executive Director 
  Health Care Policy and Finance  


