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Historical Perspective
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2008 CHSR
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Forced Choice: Funding Health System Reform
Private/public mix,
with increased
regulation of the
private system and a
larger role for public
programs, 41%

Simplified payer
system, 33%

Other, 7%
None of the above,
4%

Leaving the current
system largely
intact, 2%

Private/public mix,
with deregulation of
the private system
and a reduced role
for public programs,
13%

More
reg

Single
payer

Deregulated

Primary

37%

39%

11%

Specialty

42%

28%

16%

Solo

46%

32%

12%

Own/partner

40%

27%

16%

Employee

31%

44%

11%

Republican

34%

23%

26%

Democrat

46%

42%

2%

Independent

43%

32%

14%

Age <45

46%

28%

11%

<46-55

41%

33%

16%

<56-64

40%

33%

13%

65+

33%

42%

13%

CMS 2008 Membership Survey – 4

Kupersmit Research
2008
Q47: If you had to choose between one of these options, or leaving the current system largely intact, which would you© choose?
(n=426)

2010 ACA

CMS 2010 Member Survey – 5
© Kupersmit Research 2010

2016 Colorado Care
Building on ACA,
40%

Other/NS, 11%

Repeal of ACA,
move to single
payer system,
15%

Repeal of ACA,
return to more
market based
system, 33%

CMS 2016 A69 Survey – 6
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Public Opinion Survey June 2017 Public
Opinion Strategies & the AMA
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Na:onal Data vs State Speciﬁc Data: Percep:ons of the
Aﬀordable Care Act
June 2017 NBC-WSJ NaNonal Poll

Aﬀordable Care Act

June 2017 AMA Statewide Surveys

Ranked by Diﬀerence
(Good Idea - Bad Idea)

Colorado

+3%

Ohio

41%

38%

29%
Strongly

32%
Strongly

Nevada
Alaska
Arkansas

Good Idea

Tennessee

Bad Idea

Net Diﬀerence

+11%
+11%
+8%
+1%
-6%
-12%

Now as you may know, Barack Obama’s health care plan was passed by Congress and signed into law in 2010…From what you have heard about the health care
law, do you think it is) – a good idea or a bad idea? If you do not have an opinion either way, please just say so.
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Na:onal Data vs State Speciﬁc Data: Percep:ons of the
American Health Care Act
June 2017 NBC-WSJ NaNonal Poll

June 2017 AMA Statewide Surveys

American Health Care Act

Ranked by Diﬀerence
(Good Idea - Bad Idea)

Arkansas

-32%

Tennessee

48%

Alaska

16%
10% - Strongly

Good Idea

Nevada

41%
Strongly

Ohio
Colorado

Bad Idea

Net Diﬀerence

-14%
-20%
-33%
-34%
-40%
-41%

Now as you may know, health care legislaNon was recently passed by the House of RepresentaNves and supported by Donald Trump. From what you have heard
about this health care legislaNon, do you think it is – a good idea or a bad idea?

JUNE 26, 2017
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There is not an appe:te for decreasing or cuZng Medicaid spending.
Most voters across these states want Medicaid funding to stay the
same or be increased.
+19%

40%

36%
17%

Alaska

+26%

43%

38%

+26%

40%

36%

+23%

43%

33%

+18%

47%
32%

12%

10%

10%

14%

Arkansas

Colorado

Nevada

Ohio

Increased

Decreased

+30%

39%

39%
9%

Tennessee

Remain the Same

Do you believe funding for your state's Medicaid program should be ... increased, decreased ... or should the level of funding remain the same?

JUNE 26, 2017
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There is strong opposi:on to elimina:ng Medicaid funding when it is
posi:oned as how the state would be impacted, both in terms of
dollars lost and people that could be impacted.

COLORADO
Eliminate the one billion
dollars in extra federal funding
Colorado receives annually to
cover more people on
Medicaid, which could impact
the more than one million
low-income people, working
adults, and children currently
covered by Medicaid.

Total Support

26%

Total Oppose

59%

11%
Somewhat 13%
Support Somewhat
Oppose
15%
Strongly
Support
15%
No Opinion/
Don’t Know

46%
Strongly
Oppose

Please tell me whether you support or oppose making this change to ObamaCare or if you do not have an opinion about it one way or another.

JUNE 26, 2017

11

AHCA/BCRA Flash Survey
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Introduction
• Methodology
• CMS members
• 743 members gave a full response to the survey,
of a total of 5734 CMS members emailed (with
876 beginning the survey), giving a 14%
response rate
• Survey was conducted June 23-26, 2017
• For the sample of 743 members, the margin of
error is +3.6% at the 95% confidence level

CMS AHCA Flash Survey – 13
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AHCA Provisions
Table 1: Provisions of the AHCA: Plans
States would decide whether insurers are
allowed to price or deny coverage based on
pre-existing conditions
States would be allowed to eliminate
essential benefits requirements like
maternity and mental health coverage
Allowing total lifetime contribution caps on
the amount an insurance payer is required to
give any one individual
Allowing for plans that seek to lower
premiums by allowing for higher deductible
plans with higher upfront costs for patients
(such as higher co-pays), with minimal
benefits and narrower networks
Ending the tax penalty that requires
everyone (individuals and employers) to
purchase health insurance
Implementing a 30% surcharge penalty for
individuals who do not maintain continuous
health insurance coverage for the prior 12
months and want to begin carrying insurance

NET INTENSITY
% “Strongly” Approve – %
“Strongly” Disapprove

-72
-67
-64
-33

-24
-19

NET INTENSITY

Table 2: Provisions of the AHCA: Financing

“Strongly” Approve – “Strongly”
Disapprove

Phasing out the Medicaid expansion starting in 2020, meaning that
individuals who did not qualify for Medicaid before the ACA, with
incomes under $16,000 for an individual and $32,000 for a family of
four, will no longer qualify for Medicaid.
Prohibiting federal funds from going to Planned Parenthood or
other organizations that provide abortions.
Significantly reducing the subsidies (tax credits) for individuals
who do not qualify for Medicaid, and tying those new, flat tax
credits to age instead of income.
Converting Medicaid from a guaranteed federal matching fund that
increases with need (during hard economic times or a public health
crisis) to a block grant or a per capita cap that is pegged to medical
inflation plus 1% and is designed to reduce federal outlays.
Ending the tax increases from the Affordable Care Act
(Obamacare) that help to fund current coverage, totaling $880B in
revenue, from sources including the 3.8% tax on capital gains for
families with incomes over $250,000 per year, the 0.9% Medicare
surtax on families with income over $250,000 per year, as well as
taxes paid by medical device manufacturers, pharmaceutical
companies and insurers, along with taxes paid by those who did
not comply with the individual or employer mandates.
CMS AHCA Flash Survey – 14

-57
-57
-51
-46
-40

© Kupersmit Research 2017

Approve of Approach Taken by Congressional
Leadership on Health Reform

Strongly
disapprove
72%

Not sure
1%

Strongly approve
5%
Somewhat approve
10%

Somewhat
disapprove
8%

Neither approve nor
disapprove
4%

Q19: Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the approach Republican U.S. Senate and House leaders are taking with the nation’s health delivery system to date?

CMS AHCA Flash Survey – 15
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Trends
• Specialists, smaller offices, owner-partner physicians
more supportive (relatively speaking)
• Primary care, employed physicians, larger facilities more
likely to disapprove

CMS AHCA Flash Survey – 16
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Trends
• Gender gap is very significant
• 82% of Female physicians strongly disapprove
Table 19: Overall approach to Health Reform

Total

Unweighted
Base

Gender
Female Male

747

249
33%
(A)

498
67%
(B)

41
5%

6
2%
B

35
7%
A

Sm app

77
10%

11
4%
B

66
13%
A

Neither

30
4%

7
3%

23
5%

Sm disapp

59
8%

19
8%

40
8%

532
71%

203
82%
B

329
66%
A

8
1%

3
1%

5
1%

4.3

4.6

4.1

St App

St disapp

NS

Mean

CMS AHCA Flash Survey – 17
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Moving Forward on Federal Health Reform
Keep the ACA, and work to stabilize the individual market by strengthening the
tax credits and subsidies for individuals and plans

53%

Pursue national single payer for all taxpaying U.S. citizens

52%
41%

Begin allowing individuals under age 65 to buy into Medicare at market rates
Fully repeal the ACA (including the government mandates on insurers and
subsidies for low-income individuals preserved in both the Republican House
and Senate versions)

11%

Continue to replace the ACA with the approach taken in the Senate version

6%

Continue to replace the ACA with the approach taken in the House version

3%

Other

Not sure

13%
4%

Q21: What would you like to see moving forward? Please choose as many as you like from this list, and add or comment as necessary in the space below.

CMS AHCA Flash Survey – 18
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Trends
• By practice type/size: those in smaller practices (as well
as owner/partners) less likely to want to keep ACA, but
equally likely to support single payer/Medicare as others
• By age: younger physicians (<50) more likely to support
keeping the ACA, while physicians over 50 more likely to
support expanding Medicare
• Support for national single payer is highest among
both physicians younger than 40 and 60 or older
• By specialty: differences on national single payer (with
PCPs more supportive) more pronounced than those
regarding the ACA (or expanding Medicare)
CMS AHCA Flash Survey – 19
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Thoughts
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Thoughts
• There is virtually no support for going back to the preACA system among physicians (or the public)
• Not politically feasible to go back on pre-existing
conditions

• There is virtually no support for Medicaid being
converted to a block grant or a per-capita financing
structure to finance other budgetary priorities
• Want to protect the Medicaid coverage expansion
• Want fair reimbursement and minimal administrative
burdens for physicians who accept Medicaid
• Want patients to better engage as partners in their care
CMS AHCA Flash Survey – 21
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Thoughts
• If the AHCA/BCRA fail, expect very little appetite for
major change moving forward among Colorado
physicians
• We asked this question specifically after the A69
survey, and saw that physicians want incremental
reform by overwhelming margins
• This data is now dated of course
• We concede it is possible that the failure of the
AHCA/BCRA would mean that there could be
momentum for health reform again, perhaps
toward single payer or a different, market-based
approach
CMS AHCA Flash Survey – 22
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Thoughts
• Our view is that physicians are far more interested in
incremental change that immediately helps them
• The issue could be thrust into consideration (a
major drop in insurance coverage nationally, or a
public health/economic crisis)
• But we doubt there will be a strong appetite for
comprehensive health system reform in the short
term should the BCRA fail next week

CMS AHCA Flash Survey – 23
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Thoughts
• Physicians want CMS (and federal-level physician
advocates) to address:
• Abusive practices by private payers
• Burdensome mandates/ requirements from
government
• We have continued to explore and confirm this since
Colorado held a vote on Amendment 69

CMS AHCA Flash Survey – 24
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