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April 1, 2020 
 
Jill Ryan, MPH 
Executive Director 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South 
Denver, CO 80246 
 
 
Dear Director Ryan, 
 
On behalf of the Colorado Medical Society (CMS) and the over 7000 physicians we represent, we are 
urgently requesting your assistance with one of the many COVID-19 related challenges our physicians 
are facing in their efforts to manage this public health emergency and proving the best care for our 
patients.   
 
As the largest and broadest organization of physicians in Colorado, CMS champions health care 
issues that improve patient care, promotes the improvement of the practice of medicine for 
physicians and creates healthier communities in Colorado. 
 
Issue 
There is a clear and urgent need for Colorado health care professionals to have immediate and 
expedited access to COVID-19 testing. We recognize and appreciate the prioritization of this issue in 
the latest state Health Alert Network broadcast on March 26, 2020, and in the recent community 
testing for providers in Colorado Springs, Ft. Collins and Grand Junction. However, we believe more 
work is needed in light of the expected surge and we want to help by doing our part. This is not only 
in the interest of all Colorado health care providers, but also the well-being of every Colorado citizen. 
Without an adequate healthcare workforce, the health of all Coloradans is at risk. While deterring 
infection in any citizen should be a priority, the lack of this knowledge for a physician is exponentially 
worse. Removing a physician from the workforce due to a failure in obtaining testing deprives 
countless Coloradans of the care they need every day and especially during this public health 
emergency. 
 
Objective 
CMS seeks to partner with applicable state agencies including, but not limited to, the Colorado 
Department of Public and Environment (CDPHE) and Colorado state laboratories to ensure that 
Colorado health care professionals have immediate and expedited access to COVID-19 testing. 
 
Implementation 
Implementation can be broken into an immediate step and then two scaling strategies. First, we 
respectfully ask that the CDPHE provide a complete list of testing facilities statewide so that CMS can 
share this information with physicians and other clinicians as appropriate in collaboration with the 
state. This immediate step can help fill current information gaps. Furthermore, we propose two 
strategies to achieve the overarching objective with one aimed at near-term testing that builds off of 
an already announced initiative. The second is focused on more mid/long-term, broad-based 
diagnostic and eventual surveillance testing. Strategies include: 
 

1. Expand planned, community testing sites – Last week it was announced that mobile 
community testing sites are being deployed in Grand Junction, Ft. Collins and Colorado 
Springs. We are currently helping to promote these events and propose to expand on this 
idea. Specifically, we propose that three more locations around the state be scheduled as 
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soon as possible that will once again prioritize health care workers. As part of that proposal 
CMS will help to organize volunteer physicians to staff these sites. Once details are set CMS will 
extensively market these sites to local physician communities to help further target prioritized, 
symptomatic health care workers.  

 
2. Expand to test any health care provider – Building off of the success of the first strategy, we 

propose expanding testing to any health care provider that requests it, whether symptomatic 
or just exposed. This will be especially important as work moves from the diagnostic to the 
surveillance stage. While this may not align with current CDC testing guidelines, CMS 
anticipates that broader testing will be necessary as the response to the outbreak in 
Colorado evolves and efforts to sustain a viable health care workforce intensify. Once again, 
we propose to help recruit and organize volunteer physicians to conduct necessary testing, in 
addition to using all CMS communication vehicles to promote these resources to physicians 
and their care teams statewide. 

 
Funding 
CMS will help support the resources needed for the above measures by serving to recruit and 
organize volunteer physician time. We respectfully ask that the state provide other necessary 
resources.  
 
Next steps 
We thank you in advance for your immediate attention to this proposal and welcome the opportunity 
discuss it further. I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Respectfully yours, 

 
 
 

David Markenson, MD, MBA   Sami Diab, MD 
President      President-elect 
 
 
 
 


