
 
 
 
April 10, 2020 
 
The Honorable Jared Polis 
Governor 
State of Colorado 
200 E. Colfax Ave., Rm. 136 
Denver, CO 80203 
 
RE: Crisis Standards of Care plan 
 
Dear Governor Polis, 
 
On behalf of the Colorado Medical Society (CMS) and the over 7,000 physicians we represent and the 
House of Medicine, we are writing in support of the recently approved and implemented Crisis 
Standards of Care plan that you recently implemented through executive order on April 6, 2020.   We 
also appreciate and applaud your involvement of both CMS and representatives from across the House 
of Medicine to help develop these important plans during this public health emergency. 
 
These are unprecedented times that require exceptional steps to serve the patients and the broader 
public, as well as the health care providers that are caring for them all. With physician members on the 
front lines of the COVID-19 response, we understand the gravity of this plan.  First and foremost, it is our 
sincere hope that the plan never has to be fully operationalized. If the current emergency continues to 
escalate, then we support the use of the plan and its current components focusing on personal 
protective equipment, emergency medical services, and hospitals including crisis triage. The plan 
provides a fair, ethical framework to address several incredibly serious issues, such as relieving 
attending clinicians from the decision-making process and fostering a uniform response throughout the 
state.  These plans if enacted also give the physicians of Colorado the support of governmental authority 
in moving from our usual standard of care to the new standard of care, a crisis standard.  This includes 
but is not limited to the structures and frameworks to support practice in the setting of scarce 
resources, practicing outside of normal scope of practice to provider surge health care workforce, 
triaging resources between patients and providing the needed civil and liability protection for providers 
in these times of an emergency. 
 
We understand that future components of the plan are to be developed, including palliative care, and 
we commit to actively engaging in that development process.  We are positioned to not only provide 
input but also to provide any needed subject matter experts from the House of Medicine. 
 
We also encourage and commit to help in the broad public distribution of these plans to physicians and 
other health care providers statewide.     



 
  
Thank you for your ongoing leadership, your commitment to the health of Coloradans and the 
physicians and other clinicians that serve them. We stand ready to continue to assist in response efforts 
moving forward.   
 
Respectfully yours, 
 

 
 
 

David Markenson, MD, MBA    
President     
 

Co-signed by: 
American College of Cardiology, Colorado Chapter 

American College of Gynecologists and Obstetricians, Colorado Chapter 
Arapahoe-Douglas-Elbert Medical Society 

Aurora-Adams Medical Society 
Boulder County Medical Society 

Colorado Allergy and Asthma Society 
Colorado Pain Society 

Colorado Orthopaedic Society 
Colorado Radiological Society  

Colorado Society for Endocrinology and Metabolism 
Colorado Society of Eye Physicians and Surgeons 

Denver Medical Society 
El Paso County Medical Society 

Foothills Medical Society 
Northern Colorado Medical Society 


